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Figure 4.5.  Overview of schema-related comprehension problems and instruction to facilitate. 
 

Schema-related 
Comprehension 

Problem 

 

Why is it a Problem? 
Comprehension 

Strategies to Teach that 
will Help1 

Instructional Activities 
that Support Strategy 

Instruction 

 

Useful Graphic 
Organizers 

Schema Availability • Appropriate schema to 
understand text is not in 
conceptual framework 

 
• Reader may be a 

“bottom-up” processor 
focused more on 
decoding print than on 
constructing meaning 

Teach strategies that help 
students anticipate what 
text will be about: 
• Preview text by looking 

at titles, pictures, and 
headings 

• Think about what you 
already know about the 
topic before reading 

• Provide hands-on 
experiences to 
familiarize readers with 
topic of text 

• Provide rich, semantic 
descriptions and 
discussions of concepts 

• Use films, videos, and 
pictures to help students 
understand necessary 
concepts 

• Engage students in 
Language Experience 
Approach 

• KWL 

• Semantic webs and 
semantic maps to 
organize ideas 

• The “K” portion of 
KWL charts 

Schema Selection/ 
Retrieval 

• Reader’s cognitive 
capacity may be limited 
due to processing 
demands 

 
• Reader may have 

difficulty monitoring 
comprehension 

 
• Text is incoherent or 

poorly organized 

Teach strategies that help 
students prepare for 
reading and organize 
thoughts while reading: 
• Set purposes while 
reading 
• Generate predictions 
prior to and during 
reading and update based 
on textual information 
• Identify text structure 

• Vocabulary-Language 
Prediction Activities 

• Directed Reading-
Thinking Activities 

• Maintain journal/logs 
while reading 

• Complete graphic 
organizers while reading 

• Prediction logs 
• Story Maps 
• The “W” portion of 

KWL charts 
• Informational Text 

Graphic Organizers  
(i.e., cause-effect, 
sequence chains, 
problem-solution, time 
lines, compare/contrast) 
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Schema-related 
Comprehension 

Problem 

 

Why is it a Problem? 
Comprehension 

Strategies to Teach that 
will Help 

Instructional Activities 
that Support Strategy 

Instruction 

 

Useful Graphic 
Organizers 

Scheme Maintenance • Text is incoherent or 
poorly organized 

 
• Reader’s attention 

wanes while reading 
 
• Reader’s motivation 

wanes while reading 
 
• Teacher may be a “top-

down” processor who 
overrelies on prior 
knowledge 

 

Teacher strategies that help 
students maintain and 
focus attention while 
reading: 
• Visualization/imagery 
• Question oneself while 
reading to ensure that text 
makes sense (monitor 
comprehension) 
• Identify text structure 

• “Sketch and Share” draw 
pictures to represent 
mental images and 
engage in rich discussion 
of how text led to a 
particular mental image 

• “Stop and Go” or “Click 
and Clunk” activities to 
foster comprehension 
monitoring 

• Promoting rich 
discussion of episodes in 
which text did/did not 
make sense 

• Complete graphic 
organizers while reading 

 
 

• Story Maps 
• Informational Text 

Graphic Organizers  
(i.e., cause-effect, 
sequence chains, 
problem-solution, time 
lines, compare/contract. 

1 Strategies should be taught using the Strategy Instruction Model described in Chapter 3 
 
From: 
Almasi, J.F. (2003). Teaching strategic processes in reading. New York, NY. Guildford Publications, Inc.  
 


